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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 9, 10, 11 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hoang et al. (US 6,737,592) in view of Liu et al. (US 6,794,592). 
Hoang discloses a switch assembly comprising: 

- Regarding claims 1. 17 and 18. Hoang discloses: 

- at least one electrical switch 20 disposes on a carrier 50; 

- the carrier 50 having a top side 27; 

- at least one electric switch 20 is push-pull rocker switch (see col. 1, lines 6-22) 
with an actuation member 32 formed by an actuation projection (see the attachment) 
asymmetrically with respect to an axis (see the attachment) of the actuation member 32. 

- Regarding claims 1,17 and 18 , Hoang does not disclose the switch covered by 
a flexible outer skin. 

Liu discloses a dustproof and waterproof switch comprising: 

- at least one actuation member 4 of the at least one switch is covered by a 
flexible outer skin 5 which conformingly encloses a top and at least a portion of an 
underside of the actuation projection of the actuation member 4 of the at least one 
rocker switch. 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the outer skin as taught by Liu with Hoang's switch for the 
purpose of preventing dust, dirt and the like from entering the switch. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18 , Hoang discloses the recessed grip formed by the 
underside of the actuation member (see the attachment). 

- Regarding claim 2, Liu discloses: 

- the underside of the outer skin 5 rests intimately on the top side of the carrier 

13. 

- Regarding claim 3 , it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to use the adhesion foam or the like to connect 
the outer skin with the carrier for the purpose of preventing dust, dirt and the like from 
entering the switch. 

- Regarding claims 4 and 9, Liu discloses: 

- the outer skin 5 further comprises downwardly projecting positioning nobs, 
which engage grooves (see the attachment) of the carrier gaps provided between the 
carrier 13. 

- Regarding claims 5, 1 0 and 1 1 , Liu discloses: 

- at least one rocker switch 4 is an actuation protection located beneath the outer 

skin 5. 

- Regarding claims 15 and 16, Liu discloses: 

- wherein the outer skin 5 further comprises downwardly projecting positioning 
knobs 4 which engage gaps between the carrier 13 and the switches disposed therein. 
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- Regarding claim 19, Liu discloses: 

- at least one rocker switch 4 is an actuation protection located beneath the outer 

skin 5. 

2. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoang and Liu in view of Olson (US 4,958,148). 

Hoang and Liu do not disclose the outer skin selected from a group consisting of 
polyurethane and silicone. 

- Olson discloses the contrast enhancing transparent touch panel device 
comprising the adhesive being selected from the group consisting of silicone and 
polyurethane adhesives. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the group consisting of silicone and polyurethane as taught 
by Olson apply to Hoang's cap for flexibility, water and heat-resistant lubricants, 
varnishes, binders, and electric insulators. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Lisa Nhung 

Klaus whose telephone number is (571) 272-1993, and whose fax number is (571) 273- 

8300. In the event that I am not reached, you can contact my supervisor, Mr. Elvin G. 

Enad at (571) 272-1990 or the tech center receptionist at (703) 308-1782. 

Lisa Nhung Klaus 

Patent Examiner - Art Unit 2832 

November 21 , 2008 
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/Michael A. Friedhofer/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2832 
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